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WELFARE: HOW CALIFORNIA STACKS UP
California is home to one-third of the nation’s welfare recipients and one-fifth of all welfare expenditures. These rates are higher than the state’s share

of the U.S. population. Two factors that contribute to the higher proportions: A far greater percentage of people are on welfare in California than in any
other state, and the state spends more on welfare per capita than all but two states. A look at how the state compares with others for fiscal year 2011:

California compared

Maine

Mass.

N.M.

Ala.

Alaska

Arizona: 0.6%; $56
Ark.

Colo.

Conn.

Del.

Fla.

Ga.
Texas

Ill.

Ind.

Iowa

Kan.
Ky.

La.

Md.

Mich.

Minn.

Miss.

Mo.

Mont.
Neb.

N.H.

N.J.

N.C.

N.D.

Ohio

Okla.

Pa.

R.I.

S.C.

S.D.

Utah

Vt.Va.

W.Va.

Wis.

Wyo.

0 $50 $100 $150 $200 $250 $300

0

0.5%

1.0%

1.5%

2.0%

2.5%

3.0%

3.5%

4.0%

4.5%

Nationwide: 1.4%

Higher 
percentage 
receiving 
assistance

Lower 
percentage 
receiving 
assistance

ANNUAL COST OF WELFARE ASSISTANCE PER CAPITA  

PERCENTAGE 
OF STATE’S 
POPULATION  
RECEIVING 
WELFARE 
ASSISTANCE

Nationwide: $99

Higher cost 
per capita

Lower cost 
per capita

Types of assistance
Like most other states, California 
provides cash assistance to welfare 
recipients along with other, noncash 
services such as child care programs, 
work subsidies and training fees.
A look at selected expenditures
in California in fiscal year 2011:

Types of recipients
About four out of five recipients
in California are children, slightly 
higher than the national rate …

… and for those California children,
90 percent are in family situations 
where at least one parent is absent:
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Change in total recipients
Three of the five most populous 
states reduced the number of 
welfare recipients in fiscal year 2011, 
including California. The percentage
change by month from
October 2010, the
start of the fiscal year:
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Chart based on Department of Health and Human 
Services’ FY 2011 averages for total recipients and 
totals for expenditures, and 2010 census data.

New York
The state’s population receives 
assistance at about the same rate
as the national rate, and annual 
spending is the highest of any
state: $256 for every resident.

Hawaii
Slightly less than 2 percent
of the state’s population is on 
welfare, and the annual per-capita 
cost to provide assistance is $233.

Tennessee: The state has the 
third-highest percentage of 
people receiving assistance. 
The per-capita cost is $57.
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The position of a state in a quadrant
means it has the following compared to 
the nationwide rate of welfare recipients 
to population and annual cost per capita:
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California: Nearly 4 percent 
 of the state’s population
— 1.47 million people — receives 
welfare assistance, significantly 
more than in other states; 45 states 
have rates below 2 percent. In 
California, one percentage point is 
equivalent to about 375,000 people. 
The state spends $179 annually on
a per-capita basis to provide welfare 
assistance, less than New York and 
Hawaii, which also have a high cost 
of living, but 80 percent more than 
the nationwide figure.


