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RETURN DATE AND TIME
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DATE AND TIME OF DEATH

DATE OF BIRTH

AGE

GENDER

05/06/2016

05/27/1994

21 Years
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COUNTY

LAST SEEN ALIVE

1436

RESIDENCE (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP)

2446 Trident Way Coronado, CA 92155

RACE

San Diego

COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE

OCCUPATION

USA

Seaman

PAID AUTOPSY

LOCATION OF DEATH

TYPE OF PLACE

Sharp-Coronado Hospital

ER/OP

ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP)

250 Prospect Place Coronado, CA 92118
SUMMARY

The decedent was a 21-year-old, single, White male who was active-duty Navy personnel residing on Coronado. On
05/06/2016, the decedent was participating in a training exercise located in the pool area of the Naval Amphibious Base
Coronado when he was observed to be in distress while in the water. The decedent was pulled from the water and was
initially responsive. 911 was called and he was transported to Sharp Coronado Hospital where despite aggressive
attempts at resuscitation, death was pronounced.
Medical Examiner’s jurisdiction invoked according to the California Government Code 27491: Deaths due to known or
suspected as resulting in whole or in part from or related to accident or injury, either old or recent.

LOCATION OF INCIDENT

INCIDENT PLACE TYPE

AT WORK

AT RESIDENCE

Swimming pool
ADDRESS (STREET, CITY, STATE, ZIP)

COUNTY

3632 Tulagi Road Coronado, CA 92118
DATE AND TIME OF INCIDENT

05/06/2016 1338
DECEDENT WAS

San Diego

INVESTIGATING AGENCY

OFFICER

Naval Crimnal Inv Service

Erika Mariner

BELTED

HELMETED

Yes

POSITION

ON PRIVATE PROPERTY

No

Yes

VEHICLE

METHOD

US Navy

Visual

FUNERAL HOME

PROPERTY

Legacy Funeral & Cremation Care

Yes

RELATIONSHIP

DATE AND TIME

05/06/2016 1340
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

No

Yes

DATE NOTIFIED

No

TYPE OF EXAM

Autopsy

NOTIFIED BY

James Lovelace

Father

5/16/2016 6:30:00 PM

Other

NAME OF NOK OR OTHER

RELATIONSHIP

DATE NOTIFIED

NOTIFIED BY

Benjamin Jackson

Military

5/6/2016 3:00:00 PM

Hospital
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INVESTIGATIVE NARRATIVE
Decedent: James Derek Lovelace
Antemortem Events:
At 1635 hours on 05/06/2016, the following information was learned through a personal interview conducted
with Deputy Operations Officer, James Moore. On the morning of 05/06/2016, the decedent had reported to the
Naval Base on Coronado for training regimens. He completed a round of evolutions that were land based and
reported to the Naval Amphibious Base for a pool evolution which commenced at 1300 hours and was
scheduled to last approximately two hours. The sailors were reportedly briefed regarding the exercise and
safety measures. The exercise consisted of swimming the length of the pool, which was depth graded between
four and fifteen feet, in their fatigues and boots. At 1338 hours, the decedent was observed in some type of
distress at the surface and he was pulled from the water. He was reported to be initially verbally responsive.
Quickly after being brought out of the pool, he became unresponsive and resuscitative efforts were initiated. At
1343 hours, 911 was contacted and chest compressions were initiated until the arrival of medical personnel.
The following information was learned through medical records obtained from Sharp-Coronado Hospital.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitative efforts were initiated in the field by Federal Fire Department at 1345 hours. The
decedent arrived to Sharp-Coronado Hospital Emergency Department at 1410 hours with a King airway in place
and chest compressions in progress. At 1413 hours, he was intubated and resuscitative efforts were continued.
Despite aggressive life saving measures, his death was pronounced at 1436 hours by Dr. Limberg. At 1522
hours, the San Diego Medical Examiner’s Office was notified of the death and jurisdiction was invoked at the
request of Naval Criminal Investigative Service.
Past Medical, Surgical, and Social History:
The decedent was reported to be single with no children. He is survived by his father, James Lovelace, who
resides in Florida. He was reportedly in Phase One of Naval Special Warfare Development group and was
reported to not be a strong swimmer. According to medical records, the decedent had previously been
prescribed Singulair for the treatment of asthma, prevention of exercise-induced bronchoconstriction, and relief
of allergic rhinitis. He had a prior electrocardiogram that showed sinus bradyarrhythmia with sinus arrhythmia.
There were no reports of drug or alcohol abuse. There were no concerns for suicidal behavior.
Scene Description:
The scene was the Emergency Department of Sharp-Coronado Hospital. The room was a portion of a large
medical room which was partitioned with curtains. The room was a standard hospital room with multiple pieces
of medical equipment. The decedent was lying on a hospital gurney with a spine board located underneath the
body. A personal property bag, which contained clothing that was removed during resuscitative efforts, was in
the possession of Navy personnel. I observed and photographed the decedent’s United States Photo
Identification card. The decedent’s clothing and other personal belongings were taken into custody by Navy
personnel. The remainder of the scene was unremarkable.
Body Description:
At 1630 hours on 05/06/2016, I observed the body of an adult, White male lying supine on a hospital bed. He
was lying on top of spine board and his shirt, which had been cut-away by medical personnel, remained on his
right arm. His pants and underwear, also cut-away by medical personnel, were observed partially underneath
the body. His arms and legs were in line with his torso. Medical therapy observed in place included an
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endotracheal tube with Ambu-bag, defibrillator patch, an intravenous line in the left antecubital region, and a
hospital identification band on the left wrist. There was no crepitus noted upon palpation of the head, neck, or
chest. The sclerae were lightly congested with no petechial hemorrhages observed. Faint traces of bloody
mucus were noted in the nares. The ears were clear and dry. The oral cavity could not be fully assessed due to
medical therapy but it appeared absent of trauma. Small, superficial, reddish-brown crusted abrasions were
noted in several placed on the body including; ears, right check, neck, bilaterally on the lower arms and hands,
the left hip, and the upper thigh. I noted sand remained around the groin and buttocks. The abdomen was taut
with no apparent masses detected.
92M Transport personnel, Yancy, arrived to the scene and assisted me with the body. A yellow identification
band was placed around the right ankle. The decedent was placed inside a new, white vinyl pouch for transport.
At 1710 hours, blue tamperproof seal 9725898 was affixed to the bag. The decedent was then transported to the
San Diego Medical Examiner’s Office for an examination to be performed.
Special Requests:
Navy personnel requested that next-of-kin notification be completed by military personnel.
confirmation that his father had been notified at 2145 hours on 05/06/2016.

I received

Identification:
The decedent was identified to first responders and medical personnel by Navy personnel. I confirmed his
identity using his United States Government Identification card.
Antemortem Specimens:
Antemortem specimens were not drawn.
Public Administrator:
No referral necessary.
Other Important Factors:
At 1300 hours on 06/29/2016, I observed video surveillance of the pool exercise provided by and in the
presence of Special Agent Erika Mariner, NCIS. I was informed that the training exercise was entitled Combat
Swimmer Orientation, which consisted of treading water in fatigues and boots, with their masks filled with
water. While in the water, the instructors are to create “adverse” conditions by splashing, making waves, and
yelling at the students. Instructors are reportedly advised to not dunk or pull students underwater. In the video, I
observed multiple students and instructors in the water. The instructors in the water were equipped with either
buoys or flippers. Additional students and instructors were along the perimeter of the pool, along with
instructors who were also located on dive platforms overlooking the pool.
During the training exercise, an instructor on the dive platform appears to point out the decedent, who appears
to be struggling. An instructor in the water approaches the decedent and apparently dunks the decedent
underwater. Over the course of the next approximately five minutes, the instructor follows the decedent around
the pool, continually splashing him with water. The decedent is also splashed by other instructors in the water.
Throughout the time period, the decedent is observed to go under the water multiple times. At one point,
another student approaches the decedent and appears to attempt to assist the decedent in keeping his head above
water. The instructor appears to again dunk the decedent and continues to follow him around the water. The
instructor also appears to pull the decedent partially up and out of the water and then push him back.
Eventually, the decedent is assisted to the side of the pool where he is pulled from the water. After the decedent
was pulled from the water, I discontinued the viewing.
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Following the viewing of the surveillance video, the following information was provided to me by Special
Agent Mariner. At 1317 hours, the students entered the pool and the decedent was pulled from the water at
1342 hours. Upon removing him from the water, he was placed into “rescue position” (on his side) and was
noted to be audible but not coherent. “Pink sputum” was observed from the decedent and upon rolling the
decedent onto his back, he was unresponsive. 911 was called for assistance. At 1349 hours, Federal Fire
Department arrived on scene however they were unable to transport. Resuscitative efforts were continued and
at 1357 hours, Coronado Emergency Medical Services arrived on scene. The decedent was then transferred to
Sharp-Coronado Hospital Emergency Department.

Signed: _____________________________________________06/29/2016
Angela Benefiel
Medical Examiner Investigator

Approved by:
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AUTOPSY REPORT

Name:

JAMES DEREK LOVELACE

ME#:

16-1113

Place of death:

Sharp-Coronado Hospital
Coronado, CA 92118

Age:

21 Years

Sex:

Male

Date of death:

May 6, 2016; 1436 Hours

Date of autopsy:

May 7, 2016; 0910 Hours

___________________________________________________________________________
CAUSE OF DEATH:
Contributing:

MANNER OF DEATH:

DROWNING
CARDIOMEGALY; ABERRANT ORIGIN OF RIGHT CORONARY
ARTERY OSTIUM
HOMICIDE

AUTOPSY SUMMARY:

I.

Normally-developed, well-nourished male observed to be in distress while in water
during a Navy training exercise.
A.
Pulmonary edema (right lung 960 grams, left lung 880 grams).
B.
Foam in airways.
C.
1 ml fluid in sphenoid sinus.
D.
Watery gastric fluid.

II.

Cardiomegaly (490 grams) with aberrant origin of right coronary artery ostium.

III.

Incidental, benign hepatic hemangioma.

IV.

Minor cutaneous abrasions on extremities.

V.

Toxicology non-contributory (please see toxicology report).

AUTOPSY REPORT
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OPINION: According to investigative information, this 21-year-old male was an active-duty
Navy member in the BUD/S program, training to be a navy seal. On May 6, 2016, he
reported to base for training regimens and completed beach and ocean-based exercises in
the morning. In the afternoon, he reported to the Naval Amphibious Base for a pool
exercise. The sailors were briefed on the exercise, entitled “Combat Swimmer
Orientation,” and safety measures. The training consisted of swimming and treading water
in fatigues and boots, with their masks filled with water. Instructors in the water splash,
make waves, and yell at the students in order to create an “adverse” environment. They
are not to dunk or pull the students under the water. Multiple students and instructors
were in the water, and additional instructors were on the edges of the pool and on dive
platforms observing.
Video surveillance footage of the pool showing the training exercise was reviewed with
NCIS. At some point during the exercise, an instructor observing from the dive platform is
seen to point out the decedent, who appeared to be struggling, and an instructor in the
water approaches the decedent. That instructor is seen to dunk the decedent under the
water and then follow him around the pool for approximately 5 minutes. He continually
splashes the decedent, dunks him at least one additional time, and appears to be yelling
at him. The decedent is also splashed by other individuals during the event. At one point
in the video, another individual in the water is seen pulling him up and away from the
instructor. Throughout this time period, the decedent’s head is seen to go under the water
multiple times, and the instructor can be seen pulling him up multiple times. Eventually the
instructor pulls him out of the water, and the exercise is stopped.
At that point, the decedent was, reportedly, still breathing. He was able to track with his
eyes and was mumbling. He was turned on his side and abundant discolored water came
out of his mouth. When he was turned back onto his back again, he was unresponsive.
Resuscitative efforts were begun, and 911 was called. First responders took over
resuscitation, and he was transported to Sharp-Coronado Hospital. Despite aggressive
resuscitative efforts, death was pronounced at 1436 hours of the same day.
According to multiple witnesses, the decedent was struggling during the event. Multiple
people stated that his face was purple and his lips were blue. One individual was even
reportedly considering calling a “time-out” to stop the exercise. According to naval
records, the decedent was not a strong swimmer.
According to reported medical records, the decedent had previously been prescribed
Singulair (last prescription over a year ago), used for the treatment of asthma, prevention
of exercise-induced bronchoconstriction, and relief of allergic rhinitis. He had a prior
electrocardiogram that showed asymptomatic sinus bradycardia with sinus arrhythmia. He
had no other known chronic medical conditions. He had no history of drug or alcohol
abuse.
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The autopsy demonstrated a normally developed, muscular, adult male with severe
pulmonary edema and a small amount of foam in the airways. There was abundant
watery fluid within the gastric contents, and approximately 1 ml of bloody fluid was
aspirated from the sphenoid sinus. The heart was enlarged (490 grams), and the right
coronary artery ostium had an aberrant origin, located slightly superior and to the left of the
junction of the right and left semilunar cusps of the aortic valve. There was an incidental,
benign hepatic hemangioma, and no other significant natural disease. Traumatic injuries
included multiple superficial cutaneous abrasions, most predominantly involving the
extremities. No other significant injuries were noted. Toxicological testing detected no
alcohols or drugs of abuse.
It is not known how the anatomic cardiac findings may have affected the decedent, as
aberrant coronary arteries have been associated with sudden cardiac death, especially in
athletes or other situations of extreme exertion. However, the decedent was in the pool in
an adverse environment and was witnessed to be struggling. He was seen “dunked”
under water at least twice by an instructor, and to go under the water several times,
witnessed by the same instructor without rendering assistance, for approximately five
minutes.
Autopsy findings were consistent with drowning, as noted above. Based on the autopsy
findings and the circumstances surrounding the death, as currently understood, the cause
of death is listed as drowning. Cardiomegaly and aberrant origin of right coronary
artery ostium are listed as possible contributing conditions.
Although the manner of death could be considered by some as an accident, especially
given that the decedent was in a rigorous training program that was meant to simulate an
“adverse” environment, it is our opinion that the actions, and inactions, of the instructors
and other individuals involved were excessive and directly contributed to the death, and
the manner of death is best classified as homicide.

KIMI VERILHAC, M.D.
Forensic Pathology Fellow
Date signed:
SUPERVISING PATHOLOGIST:

ABUBAKR A. MARZOUK, M.D.
Deputy Medical Examiner
Date signed:

